
                                                  Female scientists  

Marie Curie was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize, in Physics, and with her later win, 

in Chemistry, she became the first person to claim Nobel honors twice. Her efforts with 

her husband Pierre led to the discovery of polonium and radium, and she championed 

the development of X-rays. 

As a young girl, Marie was interested in physics. She was top of her high school class 

and graduated at fifteen years old. Marie became a teacher so she could earn money to 

go to school in Paris, France. She also went to an unaccredited college in Poland. 

Eventually, she left Poland and went to France under the name “Marie" after one of her 

big sisters gave her the chance. In Paris, she earned higher degrees and did her 

important scientific work. She founded the Curie Industries in Paris and Warsaw. 

Curie discovered radium, one of the most radioactive and dangerous metals. She 

shared this discovery with her husband Pierre curie and Gustave Bemont. The three 

found radium in 1898. They discovered it when using a uranium ore. The ore gave off a 

lot of radiation and the group decided that it was coming from more than uranium. It was 

then that they found radium in the uranium. Radium is now used for many different 

things. For example, doctors used to use it to kill cancer cells. Radium was found in 

paint and watches. Before they knew that radium was dangerous, workers who made 

radium-containing products developed bone cancer. During World War I, Curie used her 

research to develop portable x-ray machines to help soldiers on the battlefield. 

After World War I, Marie started to raise money for a hospital. The hospital raised 

money for radiation research. She was invited to tour the United States to recommend 

and speed up her project of studying radiation. She sailed for the United States in 1921. 

She collected enough money and equipment for a new Labatory. She then started 

speaking at meetings to raise more money and became a celebrity. She also supported 

world peace by serving on the council of the league of nations. 

Near the 1920s, Curie and many of her colleagues began to suffer from symptoms of 

cancer. Curie began to lose her sight, and cataract surgeries did not help. Curie knew 

that the element (radium) she discovered might have been causing the symptoms, but 

she did not want to admit it to herself or others. She died in the 4th of July 1934. 

 

By Ranvir  


